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Greetings from the EGSG Chair

Greetings from our summer study abroad program in
Montepulciano, Italy!

I’'m delighted to reflect on our recent accomplish-
ments and share some meaningful updates. | know
that recent events have brought real challenges and
uncertainty, especially for diverse communities and
within academia. | hope this letter offers a bit of posi-
tive energy and can serve as a moment of connection
and a reminder of the vital and uplifting work we all
do together. In that spirit, I'd like to highlight a valua-
ble resource from the AAG Justice, Equity, Diversity,
and Inclusion (JEDI) Committee: AAG JEDI Committee

Resources for Defending Geographic Inquiry and Our

Communities.

At the AAG 2025 Annual Meeting in Detroit, it was a
joy to connect with so many of you -both longtime
members and new faces. | was energized by the dyna-
mism in our specialty group’s sessions, especially the
brilliant contributions from graduate students. The
energy and insight they brought speak volumes about
the vibrant future of our field.

We also had the pleasure of celebrating the achieve-
ments of this year’s outstanding awardees during our
EGSG Business Meeting. We honored:

¢ Dr. Joseph S. Wood, Distinguished Career Award

e Dr. Marie Price and Dr. David H. Kaplan, Distin-
guished Scholar Award
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e Dr. Elizabeth Chacko, Distinguished Service Award

e Dr. Emily Frazier, Distinguished Early Career Award
for Scholarship, Teaching, and Service

You can read more about each of these remarkable
individuals in this newsletter.

While we didn’t receive nominations this year for the
Outstanding Dissertation Proposal or Student Paper
Awards, let’s turn this into a call to action: encourage
your students to submit next year! We want to spot-
light their incredible work and celebrate their success-
es. Let’s make the 2026 awards cycle the most vibrant
yet.

Speaking of accomplishments - prepare to be wowed
as you read through this newsletter. Individually and
as a collective force, y’all continue to push boundaries,
share groundbreaking research, and make a real-world
impact through your publishing, captivating public
speaking, inspiring teaching, and dedicated mentoring
—both here in the U.S. and across the globe!

A massive shout-out is also due to our incredible
team — the past and present committee members and
our dedicated Board of Directors! Your hard work and
commitment are the bedrock of everything we do.
Special appreciation to Dr. Wan Yu, who served as
EGSG Chair from 2022 to 2024, and Dr. Kate Gole-
biowska, for her leadership on the newsletter. Thanks
also to those who participated in our spring elections
- yoU'll find our new committee lineup later in the
newsletter.


https://www.aag.org/aag-jedi-committee-resources-for-defending-geographic-inquiry-and-our-communities/
https://www.aag.org/aag-jedi-committee-resources-for-defending-geographic-inquiry-and-our-communities/
https://www.aag.org/aag-jedi-committee-resources-for-defending-geographic-inquiry-and-our-communities/

One last nudge: if your membership is due for re-
newal, please renew. Your support helps fund initia-
tives like student awards, sponsor events like the
Race, Ethnicity and Place conference, and strength-
en our ability to champion ethnic geography both
nationally and globally.

Looking ahead, we remain focused on growing our
membership and expanding our reach. Please contin-
ue inviting students and colleagues to join. We also
encourage participation in two key events: the Race,

Ethnicity, and Place Conference in Albuquerque (Nov.

5-8, 2025), and the next AAG Annual Meeting in San
Francisco (March 17-21, 2026).

Thank you for your incredible participation and con-
tributions to the Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
over the past year! In light of the difficult national
conversations we’re currently navigating, | believe
our collective work in understanding and celebrating
the diverse geographies of ethnicity is more im-
portant than ever. Wishing y’all a truly fantastic sum-
mer or winter break (to our awesome members in

the southern hemisphere)!

Paul McDaniel

\ \N]
‘ \\ Kennesaw State University
] Chair Ethnic Geography Specialty Group

EGSG Member News

Promotions

Dr. José R. Diaz-Garayua, California State University,
Stanislaus, earned early promotion to full Professor
of Geography & Environmental resources at the start
of the academic year 2024-2025.

Dr. Paul N. McDaniel, Kennesaw State University,
earned promotion to full Professor of Geography, at
the start of the academic year 2025-2026.

Awards

EGSG Award Recipients

Dr. Elizabeth Chacko, George Washington Uni-
versity, received the 2025 EGSG Distinguished
Service Award.

Dr. Emily Frazier, Missouri State University,
received the 2025 EGSG Distinguished Early
Career Award for Scholarship, Teaching, and

Service.

Dr. David H. Kaplan, Kent State University, re-
ceived the 2025 EGSG Distinguished Scholar
Award.

Dr. Marie Price, George Washington Universi-
ty, received the 2025 EGSG Distinguished
Scholar Award.

Dr. Joseph S. Wood, University of Baltimore,
received the 2025 EGSG Distinguished Career
Award.
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Other Awards Recipients

Dr. Paul N. McDaniel received the Norman J.
Radow College of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences Qutstanding Online Teaching Award,
Kennesaw State University. 2024. As chair of
his department awards committee during 2024
-2025, he also led the authorship of the nomi-
nation portfolio that resulted in their Geogra-
phy and Geospatial Sciences program receiving
the 2025 Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award
for Department or Program from the Universi-

ty System of Georgia.

Professor Ira Sheskin, University of Miami, was
honored with the prestigious Marshall Sklare
Award, presented by the Association for the
Social Scientific Study of Jewry (ASSJ). This
award is given annually to a senior scholar who
has made a significant scholarly contribution
to the social scientific study of Jewry, primarily
through the publication of a body of research
in books and articles or of published work re-
lated to public policy.

Professor Carlos Teixeira, University of British
Columbia, was awarded the prestigious Gold
Medal by City Hall of the District of Ribeira
Grande. This distinguished honour is annually
presented to Azorean citizens born in the Dis-
trict of Ribeira Grande in recognition of their
outstanding contributions to the region and its

global diaspora. Professor Teixeira received
this award in his hometown City of Ribeira
Grande, Island of Sao Miguel in June 2024. The
medal honours his significant efforts in ad-
vancing the development of the Azorean dias-
pora and in promoting and preserving Portu-

guese and Azorean culture in Canada.

Congratulations to all the Awardees!

Special Appointments

Professor Elizabeth Chacko was appointed co-
Director of a new Center of Immigration and
Migration Studies at George Washington Uni-
versity.

Professor José R. Diaz-Garayua, California
State University, was appointed Chair of the
Regional Development and Planning Specialty
Group at the AAG.

Professor Wei Li, Arizona State University, was
the spring Visiting Professor in the Faculty of
Social Sciences, University of Hong Kong. 2025.

Dr. Paul N. McDaniel, Kennesaw State Universi-
ty, was elected Vice President of the South-
eastern Division of the American Association of
Geographers (SEDAAG) for a two-year term.
Fall 2024.



Professor Ira Sheskin was elected President of
the Association for the Social Scientific Study
of Jewry. 2024.

PhD and Master student completions, mile-

stones and employment

Sukanya Das has passed two specialty compre-
hensive exams and successfully defended her
dissertation proposal on May 6, 2025, marking
key milestones on her path to a PhD. Her dis-
sertation [Integrating Women’s Agency into
Maternal Healthcare Utilization: A Scalar and
Mathematical Modeling Approach is chaired by
Professor Madhuri Sharma (Geography & Sus-
tainability), with committee members Profes-

sor Nicholas Nagle, Dr. Jack Swab (Geography

& Sustainability), Professor Laurie Meschke
(Public Health), and Professor Courtney
Cronley (Social Work). Now officially ABD,

Sukanya will complete data analysis and writ-
ing over the next year. Congratulations on this
important progress and wishing you continued

SuUccess.

Michael
An Analysis of Cultural Preservation and Ethnic

DCamp. German-Americans of Ohjo:

Identity. Master of Science thesis. Advisor Pro-
fessor David Kaplan. 2024. Michael DCamp is
now a high school teacher in Franklin, Tennes-
see.

Alexandria Hahn. Perceptions of Neighborhood
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Park Accessibility in Cleveland, Ohio. Master of
Science thesis. Advisor Professor David Kaplan.
2024. Alexandria Hahn is now a staff scientist
at Ohio Division of Natural Resources.

Maya O’Brien. Migrant Journey Maps: A Meth-
odological Tool to Analyze Aspirations, Capa-
bilities and Risks of Asylum Seekers Crossing
the US-Mexico Border. A Master’s thesis de-
fended at the Department of Geography & En-
vironment, George Washington University.
Professor Marie Price acted as Supervisor and
Professor Elizabeth Chacko as Reader. April

2025.

Moira O’Neill. The Military Industrial Simplicial
Complex and Other Essays on the Spatial Dy-
namics of Defense Spending. PhD thesis de-
fended at Kent State University. Principal Advi-
David 2024.
O’Neill is now an Assistant Professor at Hobart

sor Professor Kaplan. Moira

College.

Mikhail Samarin, who completed his PhD in
2023 the
Madhuri Sharma, is now a Postdoctoral

of Professor
Re-
search Associate at Idaho State University. Mi-

under supervision

khail is part of a multi-disciplinary team fund-
ed by the National Science Foundation, work-
ing on critical research related to Energy-
Water Systems in Idaho. With his expertise in

data science and housing issues, Mikhail plays



a key role in supporting the team’s work,
which includes efforts to improve conditions
and infrastructure for Native American com-
munities across the state. Congratulations, Mi-
khail, on applying your geography training to

real-world challenges and making a difference!

Sigiao Xie. The Geography of Inequality in
STEM: Immigration, Gender, and Economic Dis-
parities in the United States. PhD thesis de-
fended at the Arizona State University, Tempe.
Professor Wei Li acted as the Principal Advisor
with Associate Professor Dylan Connor as Advi-
sor. 2024. Sigiao Xie was a policy analyst at the
Sphere Institute 2022—2023 and is now a post
-doctoral scholar at the University of Colorado,

Boulder.

EGSG Member Recent Publications

Aguiar, L.L.M., Bérubé, F., C., and

Aguiar, N. 2024. "A Funny Thing Happened on

Teixeira,

the Way to Studying Portuguese Ethnic Media
Sibling
Relations, Brotherly Love and ‘Emotional Epi-

in Montréal: ‘Autosiociobiographie,’
in Research." International Journal of

Qualitative Methods, 23. https://

sodes’

of Spatial Science, Summer Issue 16(2): 1-10.
First online June 21, 2025. https://

www.indiansss.org. [T Corresponding author]

S, M.t 2025b.
“Ramifications of Anthropogenic Activities on

Bhattacharjee, and Sharma,
Urban Riverine Ecosystem: A Study of Mithi
River in Mumbai.” In Remotely Sensed Rivers in
the Age of Anthropocene. S.C. Paul, U. Chat-
terjee, M.D. Setiawati, and D. Ruidas, eds., En-
vironmental Science and Engineering Series.
209-228. Cham: Springer. First online March 5,
2025. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-
82311-4 9. [TCorresponding author]

Bose, P. 2024. "Burlington, Vermont: Refugee
Resettlement in the Green Mountain State." In
P.N. McDaniel and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Inte-
gration and Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway
Metro Regions in the United States. Lanham,
MD: Lexington Books.

Boyle, A., K. Golebiowska, T. Woodroffe, and
G. Hill. 2024. “How Can We Boost Indigenous
Student Completion.” Education Review, Octo-
ber 17. Invited article to a journal for industry

https://

www.educationreview.com.au/2024/10/how-

professionals to inform practice.

doi.org/10.1177/16094069241287049

Bhattacharjee, S., M.t 2025a.

“Impact of Climate Change on Urban Poor: Evi-

and Sharma,

dence from Two Cities in India.” Indian Journal

we-can-boost-indigenous-student-completion

Chacko, E. 2024. "Washington, DC: Reception
and Integration of Immigrants and Refugees in
the National Capital Region." In P.N. McDaniel
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and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Integration and Re-
ceptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro Regions
in the United States. Lanham, MD: Lexington
Books.

Chacko, E., and Price, M. 2024. "Coalitions of
Care: Strategies for Expanding Substantive Ur-
ban Citizenship in U.S. Cities During the COVID
-19 Pandemic." Cities 152: 105210. In Special
Issue: Pandemic Urban Citizenship: Cities, Mi-
grants and Covid-19 Crisis. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2024.105210

Chakraborty, A., Sharma, M.T, and Mishra, M.
M. 2025. “Handloom Weavers’ Landscape of
India: An Interpretation of Their Identity and
Existence.” Human Geography. First online
May 20, 2025. https://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/10.1177/19427786251340026. [t

sponding author]

Corre-

Comenetz, J., and Sheskin, |. 2024. Jewish Pop-
ulation Estimates and Demographics. 426 pp.
Available at www.jewishdatabank.org.

Dashefsky, A., and Sheskin, I., eds. 2024. Amer-
ican Jewish Year Book, 2023. Springer. 915 +

XXii pp.
Dashefsky, A,

2024.
Identities and Communities in Pursuit of Conti-

Sheskin,
Jewish Options:

J.A.
American

., and Winter,
Pluralistic

nuity. Studies of Jews in Society, Vol. 8. Spring-
er Nature Switzerland. 452 + xx pp.
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Farhat, N., and Sultana, S. 2024. "Greensboro,
North Carolina: Immigration and the Spatial
Dynamics of Neighborhood Change in the Pied-
mont Triad." In P.N. McDaniel and D.X. Rodri-
guez, eds., Integration and Receptivity in Im-
migrant Gateway Metro Regions in the United
States. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

Frazier, E. 2024. "Des Moines, lowa: Refugee
Resettlement Ecosystems and the Uneven Ge-
ographies of Immigrant Incorporation in the
Heartland." In P.N. McDaniel and D.X. Rodri-
guez, eds., Integration and Receptivity in Im-
migrant Gateway Metro Regions in the United
States. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

2024a.

Evangelical Americans on Immigration.” PRRI

Frazier, E. “How Trump Appeals to

Spotlight, February 7.

Frazier, E. 2024b. "The Politics of the Nation
and the Limits of Immigrant Research." Geo-
Review 114(5).
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/
CFC42RSDHHH58KG8PAKS /full?
target=10.1080/00167428.2024.2387822]

graphical [50 free e-prints:

Frazier, E. 2024c. "To Evangelical Christians,
What Does it Mean to Welcome the Stranger?”
The Revealer, December 12.

2024d.
Examining Local Dynamics of Refugee Integra-

Frazier, E. "Unsettling Resettlement:

tion in the United States Amid National Policy


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2024.105210
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2024.105210
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/19427786251340026
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/19427786251340026
http://www.jewishdatabank.org
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/CFC42RSDHHH58KG8PAK5/full?target=10.1080/00167428.2024.2387822
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/CFC42RSDHHH58KG8PAK5/full?target=10.1080/00167428.2024.2387822
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/CFC42RSDHHH58KG8PAK5/full?target=10.1080/00167428.2024.2387822

Change." Journal of Immigrant and Refugee
Studies, March, 1-14. https://

Studies  49(18), 2023.

www.tandfonline.com/doi/

gration

https://

doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2024.2324314

Frazier, E., Stark, G., and Rudolph, K. 2024.
"Who Welcomes Refugees? Examining

Religious and Social Influences on Refugee Ser-
vice Provision in the U.S. Southeast." Papers in
Applied Geography, 1-18. https://
doi.org/10.1080/23754931.2024.2430518

lddris, K., Owusu, M., Oteng-Ababio, M., and
Amankwaa, E.F. 2025. "Labour Turnover and
Employment Dynamics in the E-waste Industry
of Ghana." The Geographical Journal 191:
e70003. https://doi.org/10.1111/ge0j.70003

Li, W. 2024. "Time Journey of a Chinese Ameri-
can Female Geographer: From China to the
World." In S.D. Brunn, ed., Geography of Time,
Place, Movement and Networks, Volume 1:
Mapping Time Journey Experiences, 117-133.

Switzerland: Springer Nature.

Li, W., Lo, L., and Lu, Y., eds. 2024a. Intellectu-
al Migration: The Movements of Students and

https://

Professionals. London: Routledge.
www.taylorfrancis.com/books/
edit/10.4324/9781003532934/intellectual-

migration-wei-li-lucia-lo-vixi-lu. This volume is

a reprint of the Special Issue The Intellectual
Migration Analytics: Moving between China

and North America, Journal of Ethnic and Mi-

full/10.1080/1369183X.2023.2270314

Li, W., Lo, L., and Lu, Y. 2024b. "Preface." In W.
Li, L. Lo, and Y. Lu, eds., Intellectual Migration:
The Movements of Students and Professionals.
London: Routledge.

Li, W., Mossa, J., Dixon, B., Oberhauser, A.M.,
Rock, A.E., Sultana, S., and Mukherjee, F. 2025.
"Experiences of Women AAG Presidents: Lead-
ing Through Diverse Voices." The Professional

Geographer, 1-14. https://
doi.org/10.1080/00330124.2025.2500588

Logan, R. 1., 2024.

“Combining Anthropology and Geography: An

and Diaz-Garayua, J.

Interdisciplinary Approach to an Academic-

Governmental Agency Research Pro-
ject.” Practicing Anthropology, 46(3):190-197.
https://

doi.org/10.1080/08884552.2024.2360001

McDaniel, P.N. 2024. "Birmingham, Alabama:
Immigrant Integration, Place Branding, and Ge-
ographies of Care in the Ridge and Valley." In
P.N. McDaniel and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Inte-
gration and Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway
Metro Regions in the United States. Lanham,
MD: Lexington Books.

McDaniel, eds.

2024a.

P.N., D.X.,
Integration and Receptivity in

and Rodriguez,
Immi-
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grant Gateway Metro Regions in the United
States. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

McDaniel, P.N., D.X. 2024b.
"Introduction: Twenty-First Century Immigra-

and Rodriguez,

tion Geography in the United States." In P.N.
McDaniel and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Integration
and Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro
in the United States. Lanham, MD:
Lexington Books.

Regions

McDaniel, P.N.,

"Conclusion:

D.X. 2024c.
P.N.
McDaniel and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Integration

and Rodriguez,

Future Trajectories." In

and Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro

Regions in the United States. Lanham, MD:
Lexington Books.
McDaniel, P.N., and Smith, H.A. 2024.

"Charlotte, North Carolina: Multiple Scales of
Receptivity in the Queen City." In P.N. McDan-
iel and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Integration and
Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro Re-
gions in the United States. Lanham, MD: Lex-
ington Books.

Northern Institute and Faculty of Arts and So-
ciety. 2024a. First Nations Student Guidebook:
Cultural Responsiveness in Learning and Teach-
ing at CDU. [Co-authors T. Woodroffe, K. Gole-
biowska, A. Boyle, and G. Hill]

Northern Institute and Faculty of Arts and So-
ciety. 2024b. Lecturer Guidebook: Cultural Re-

10

sponsiveness and First Nations Student En-
gagement. [Co-authors T. Woodroffe, K. Gole-
biowska, A. Boyle, and G. Hill]

Rodriguez, D.X., and McDaniel, P.N. 2025a.
"Special Issue Editors' Introduction Commen-
tary: Democracy Personified through Immi-

grant Integration and Community Engage-
ment." Journal of Community Engagement and

Scholarship 17(3).

Rodriguez, D.X., and McDaniel, P.N., co-guest
eds. 2025b. “Special Issue on Immigration and
Immigrant Community Engagement: Democra-
cy Realized through Immigrant Integration.”
Journal of Community Engagement and Schol-

arship 17(3).

Rodriguez, D.X., McDaniel, P.N., Tuschling, L.,
and Smith-Sitton, L. 2025. "Inclusive Storytell-
ing: Immigrant Experiences and Community Re-
action in Georgia." Journal of Community En-
gagement and Scholarship 17(3).

Roy, R., Purkayastha, B., and Chacko, E. 2024.
"'We Cannot Go There, They Cannot Come Her-
e’: Dispersed Care, Asian Indian Immigrant
Families and the COVID-19 Pandemic." Social
Sciences 13: 252. In Special Gender,
Work and Family in Turbulent Times: COVID-
19, Remote Work and Diversity. https://
doi.org/10.3390/s0csci1l3050252

[ssue:

Samarin, M., Sharma, M., and Nagle, N. N.


https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci13050252
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci13050252

2024. “Geographies and Determinants of Rent
Burden: A Regional Economic Analysis of the

U.S. Metropolitan Landscape.” Regional Sci-
ence Policy & Practice 16(7). https://

www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S1757780224001975

Sharma, M. 2024. “Race/Ethnicity and Home-
ownership in an Emerging Immigrant Gateway
of the US Southeast: A Neighborhood Scale
Analysis.” Social Sciences 13:624. First online
November 18, 2024. In Special Issue: Immigra-
tion, Ethnic Residential Segregation or (vs.) So-
cioeconomic Integration Urban

https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci1l3110624

in Areas.

Sharma, M., and Samarin, M. 2024. "Nashville,
Tennessee:
Burden in the Music City." In P.N. McDaniel
and D.X. Rodriguez, eds., Integration and Re-

Immigrant Integration and Rent

ceptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro Regions
in the United States. Lanham, MD: Lexington
Books.

Sharma, M. 2025. “Segregation and Its Chang-
ing Meaning in Twenty-First Century America.”
Invited contribution in The Encyclopedia of Hu-
man Geography, edited by B. L. Warf, 1-4.
Published March 16, 2025.
https://meteor.springer.com/project/
dashboard.jsf?id=1443&tab=MyContainers

Springer-Nature.

Sheskin, |. 2024. "“Where’ Matters: The Im-

portance of Geographic Factors in Understand-
ing American Jewry. Sklare Address." Contem-
porary Jewry 44(1): 27-53.

Sheskin, |., and Dashefsky, A. 2024. "How Many
Jews of Color Are There? Recognizing Jewish
Diversity: Science and Controversy." Contem-
porary Jewry 44(4): 509-529.

Sheskin, 1. 2025.
There in the United States? Incidences vs. Im-

"How Much Antisemitism Is

pacts." Florida International University Law Re-
view (Forthcoming).

Skop, E., and Li, W. 2024. "Using Intersection-
ality and an Ethos of Care to Advance Belong-
ing, Accessibility, Justice, Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion at the Unit-level." In G. Chen and L.
E. Eaves, eds., How to Foster Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion in Geography. Cheltenham, UK:
Edward Elgar. www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/how

-to-foster-diversity-equity-inclusion-and-
justice-in-geography-9781035310753.html.

Sultana, S., Dixon, B., Li, W., and Mossa, J.
Forthcoming. "Gender and Knowledge Gate-

keepers in Geography." In press.

Teixeira, C., and Drolet, J. 2024. "Settling in a
Mid-sized City in the Interior of British Colum-
bia: A Case Study of Recent Immigrants” Hous-
ing Experiences in Kelowna (Central Okanagan
Valley)." Canadian Ethnic Studies 56(3): 99-
122. https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/ces.2024.a939617
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C., 2024.
"Mexican Entrepreneurs in the Greater Van-
couver Area (GVA), Canada." In M. Elmi, W.
Cukier, Z.H. Chavoushi, and G.Y. Mo, eds., Im-
migrant Entrepreneurship: Challenges and Op-
portunities, 289-322. Cham, Switzerland: Pal-
grave Macmillan.

Teixeira, and Lopez Salinas, A.

Temourian, A.A., Durazo, A., Jordan, M.M., Di-

az-Garayua, J.R., Beutel, M.W. & Song A.V.

2025. “Citizen Science to Collect Tobacco
Waste: Exploring the Usability of Two Proto-
cols.” Urban Science 9(3), 53. https://

doi.org/10.3390/urbansci9030053

Photo: Professor Sharma receiving the Award
from Professor Kaplan during the event.
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Other Selected Highlights

Colloguium series organized by Professor
Madhuri Sharma, Fall 2024

Madhuri Sharma organized the Fall 2024 Collo-
quium Series in the Department of Geography
& Sustainability at the University of Tennessee.
The series featured several guest speakers who
addressed critical topics related to diversity,
immigrants, people of the Global South, and
marginalized communities within the United
States.

Among the most impactful speakers were:
(i) Professor Kendra McSweeney, Phi Beta Kap-
pa Visiting Scholar and Hammond Speaker,
from the Department of Geography at the Ohio
State

(ii) Professor Laurie Meschke, from the Depart-

University, and

ment of Public Health at the University of Ten-

nessee.

Professor McSweeney gave her widely publi-
“The Drug War and Climate
Change: Making the Connections.” Given the

cized talk on

significant interest and relevance of this topic
amidst increasing global crises - such as cross-
border migration driven by climate change and
the loss of livelihoods due to deforestation
linked to drug production, as well as the ab-
sence of effective policy responses - this pub-


https://doi.org/10.3390/urbansci9030053
https://doi.org/10.3390/urbansci9030053

lic lecture was very well attended and re-

ceived.

Professor Meschke’s talk, “The Value of Com-
munity Engaged Scholarship in Public Health,”
highlighted the critical importance of avoiding
the shaming of individuals and communities
impacted by the opioid crisis in East Tennes-
see. She emphasized ethical considerations
and sensitivity when conducting research with

affected populations.

Professor Madhuri Sharma and Dr. Mikhail Sa-

Co-authored article by Dr. Kate Golebiowska

recognized among top-cited

Kate  Golebiowska’s co-authored paper,
“Comparing Pre-war and Forced Ukrainian Mi-
grants in Poland: Challenges for the Labour
Market and Prospects for Integration”, pub-
lished

recognized in 2025 as one of the journal’s top-

in International Migration 62(1), was
cited articles in 2023. Read the article here:

https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.13213

Paul N. McDaniel and Darlene Xiomara Rodri-

marin honored with the Wrigley-Fairchild

guez published co-edited book, Integration and

Award

Mikhail
Samarin’s paper, “Rent-Burdened in the South?

Professor Madhuri Sharma’s and Dr.

A Neighborhood-Scale Analysis of Diversity and
Immigrants in Nashville, Tennessee”, published
in Geographical Review 114(3): 277-304, was
awarded the Wrigley-Fairchild Award for the
best paper published in the journal in 2024.
The award was presented to Professor Sharma
by Professor David Kaplan during a celebratory
event on the evening of March 27, jointly host-
ed by the American Geographical Society, Tex-
State (San
Washington University and the University of

as University Marcos), George

Texas. Read the award-winning paper here:

https://
doi.org/10.1080/00167428.2023.2217266

Receptivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro Re-

gions in the United States, with contributions

from several EGSG members.

Despite the velocity and scale of the cumula-
tive changes of immigrant integration and re-
ceptivity infrastructures in fast growing re-
gions of the United States, less research has
focused on the new and evolving experiences
in these regions in recent years. Editors Paul
N. McDaniel and Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez
and the contributors in Integration and Recep-
tivity in Immigrant Gateway Metro Regions in
the United States fill this gap through case
studies of different types of immigrant gate-
way metro areas. They provide insight into
and

how immigrant settlement, integration,

receptivity processes and practices within each
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metro area have continued to evolve beyond
the nascent experiences documented in the
early 2000s. This interdisciplinary volume ex-
amines ongoing processes in not only well-
established
previously overlooked regions. This book is a

immigrant gateways, but also in
resource for researchers, students, and practi-
tioners to contextualize the ongoing changes
in new destination metropolitan regions in the
United States and to learn from the challeng-
es, opportunities, and best practices emerging
from different metropolitan regional contexts.
Contributions include:

Introduction: Twenty-First Century Immigra-
tion Geography in the United States, by Paul N.

McDaniel and Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez

Chapter 1: Detroit, Michigan: Revitalizing the
Rust Belt by Welcoming Immigrants in a For-
mer by Xi

Gateway, Huang and Alexis P.

Tsoukalas

Chapter 2: Washington, DC: Reception and In-
tegration of Immigrants and Refugees in the
National Capital Region, by Elizabeth Chacko

Chapter 3: Miami, Florida: Immigrant Settle-
ment and Impact in the Gateway to the Ameri-
cas, by Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez, Eric Man-
ley, and Nilofer K. Bharwani

Chapter 4: Atlanta, Georgia: How Institutional-
ized Reception and Representation of Refugees
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Changed
Emerging Gateway, by Sarah Ryniker

Immigrant Receptivity in a Major-

Chapter 5: Charlotte, North Carolina: Multiple
Scales of Receptivity in the Queen City, by Paul
N. McDaniel and Heather A. Smith

Chapter 6: Greensboro, North Carolina: Immi-
gration and the Spatial Dynamics of Neighbor-
hood Change in the Piedmont Triad, by Na-
beela Farhat and Selima Sultana

Chapter 7: Nashville, Tennessee: Immigrant In-
tegration and Rent Burden in the Music City,
by Madhuri Sharma and Mikhail Samarin

Chapter 8: Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota:
The Success of Somali Elected Officials in the
Twin Cities, by Stefanie Chambers and Annika

Davies

Chapter 9: Burlington, Vermont: Refugee Re-
settlement in the Green Mountain State, by
Pablo Bose

Chapter 10: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: Welcom-
ing Newcomers to the City of Bridges During
Times of Crisis, by Jennie L. Schulze

Chapter 11: Louisville, Kentucky: Adaptive Mu-
nicipal Responses to a Growing Immigrant
Community in the Age of COVID-19, by Andrew
Lim, Nan Wu, and Karen Aho

Chapter 12: Birmingham, Alabama: Immigrant
Integration, Place Branding, and Geographies



of Care in the Ridge and Valley, by Paul N.
McDaniel

Chapter 13: Des Moines, lowa: Refugee Reset-
tlement Ecosystems and the Uneven Geogra-
phies of Immigrant Incorporation in the Heart-
land, by Emily Frazier

Chapter 14: Reno, Nevada: “I Just Feel Out of
Place There” - Punjabi-Sikh Socio-Spatialities in
the Biggest Little City in the World, by Heather
L. Benson and Kate A. Berry

by Paul N.
McDaniel and Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez

https://

www.bloomsbury.com/us/integration-and-

Conclusion: Future Trajectories,

Learn more about the book here:

receptivity-in-immigrant-gateway-metro-
regions-in-the-united-states-9781666955781/

Special Issue on Immigration and Immigrant

Community Engagement of Journal of Commu-

nity Engagement and Scholarship, co-guest ed-

ited by Darlene Xiomara Rodriguez and Paul N.

McDaniel recognized with Publication of the

Year Award from the International Association

for Research on Service-Learning and Commu-

nity Engagement (IARSLCE).

The Publication of the Year Award acknowledg-
es and celebrates the author(s) of a single
published book
book, or book series that has had a significant

scholarly article, chapter,

impact on the study and/or practice of service-
learning and community engagement, includ-
ing the communities, cultures, and systems
within which it is undertaken. This special jour-
nal issue brought together an interdisciplinary
and demographically diverse group of stu-
dents, practitioners, policymakers, and schol-
ars to examine U.S. immigration policy, prac-
tice, and the organizations which facilitate im-
migrant integration. It focuses on community-
based and community-engaged research that
surfaces immigrant voices, those who work in
partnership with immigrants, and those who
do research in collaboration with and on be-
half of immigrant communities.

The collective aim was for the issue to inte-
grate the voices of diverse immigrant commu-
nities as well as the voices of emerging and es-
tablished academic scholars and community
researchers. Immigration and the immigrant
experience are inextricably tied to the past,
present, and future of the United States. Na-
tive Peoples, established U.S. residents and
citizens, and newcomers all are part of the cel-
ebrated and controversial stories that shape
“the story of U.S.”

about immigrants, without truly incorporating

However, much is said

their own stories and contributions into the
narrative; a narrative, we believe, that has the
to inform and

potential inspire community
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change and scholarship.

The full special issue is available open access
here: https://jces.ua.edu/36/volume/17/issue/3

AAG Detroit Meeting 2025

Professor Madhuri Sharma organized and co-
chaired two sessions, sponsored by Ethnic,

Population and Urban Geography Specialty

Groups.

Session 1: Housing, Assimilation and Economic
Mobilities of Immigrants and Minorities-I

Session 1: Housing, Assimilation and Economic
Mobilities of Immigrants and Minorities-II

Upcoming EGSG—Related News

US-based

Race, Ethnicity, and Place, XlIlith REP Confer-
ence, November 5-8, 2025, University of New

New Mexico. https://

repconference.org/ Please register and submit

Mexico, Albuquerque,

your paper, paper session, panel, or poster be-
fore July 31st to get the early submission rate.

AAG 2026 Annual Meeting, March 17-21,
2026, in San Francisco, California, https://

www.aag.org/events/aag2026
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Global

New Zealand Population Conference, 10-11 Ju-
ly 2025, Wellington, New Zealand, NZPopCon —
Population Association of New Zealand

International Population Conference, July 13-
18, Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre,
Brisbane, Australia The 30th International Pop-
ulation Conference IPC 2025

International Conference: How did we lift the
burden? Infectious Disease Mortality in the
Western and Non-Western World (1800-now),
28-29 August 2025, Nijmegen, The Nether-
lands, https://iussp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/
url?u=17015&qid=4041789

WIC Conference 2025 on “Demographic Per-
spectives on Migration in the 21st Century”, 19
-21 November 2025, Vienna, Austria, https://
iussp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?
u=17113&qid=4056583

Visit EGSG Online at:
www.aag.org/groups/ethnic-geography

And our website:
https://ethnicgeography.com
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2025 REP Conference announcement

Race, Ethnicity, and Place Conference
Diversity and Resilience
Albuquerque, NM

November 5-8, 2025

Hosted by University of New Mexico

The Race, Ethnicity, and Place (REP) Conference brings together diverse groups of scholars to
facilitate research on race and ethnicity.

In 2025, REP will be hosted by the University of New Mexico in Albuguerque. The theme of the 2025
REP conference, Diversity and Resilience, addresses how schalars can respond to ongoing attacks on
diversity. All topics are welcome though.

We call for original papers, paper sessions, and panel submissions that focus on race, ethnicity, and
diversity.

Register and submit your paper, paper session, panel, or poster before July 31st, 2025 to get the early
submissian rate

David Kaplan, Kent State University



EGSG Officers and Committees

EGSG Bylaws

For reference, the bylaws describe all the leadership
positions and committee roles and responsibilities
https://ethnicgeography.com/documents/egsg-

bylaws/

Board of Directors (12 members, including 4 officers

and 8 other members including 1 student)

Chair: Paul McDaniel, Kennesaw State University, 2024-
2026

Vice Chair: Kate Golebiowska, Charles Darwin University,
2025-2026

Secretary-Treasurer: Emily Frazier, Missouri State Universi-
ty, 2025-2026

Newsletter Editor: Kate Golebiowska, Charles Darwin Uni-
versity, 2024-2026

Past Chair: Wan Yu, Binghamton University, 2024-2026
Heike Alberts, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, 2024-2026

Madhuri Sharma, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2024-
2026

Weronika Kusek, Northern Michigan University, 2024-2026

José Diaz-Garayua, California State University-Stanislaus,
2024-2026

Edris Montalvo, Cameron University, 2024-2026

John Ponstingel, Cornell University, 2025-2027
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Student Member: Swachhatoya Das, University of Tennes-
see-Knoxville, 2025-2027

Standing Committees (7 committees)

EGSG Awards Committee (5 members)

(5 members responsible for Distinguished Ethnic Ge-
ography Scholar, Outstanding Ethnic Geography Ser-
vice, and Outstanding Ethnic Geography Career
Awards)

Edris Montalvo, Cameron University, 2024-2026

Madhuri Sharma, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2024-
2026

Elizabeth Chacko, The George Washington University, 2024
-2026

Carlos Teixeira, University of British Columbia-Okanagan,
2025-2027

Weronika Kusek, Northern Michigan University, 2025-2027

Outstanding Ethnic Geography Student Paper Com-

mittee (3 members)
Scott Markley, National Zoning Atlas, 2025-2027
Emily Frazier, Missouri State University, 2025-2027

John Ponstingel, Cornell University, 2025-2027


https://ethnicgeography.com/documents/egsg-bylaws/
https://ethnicgeography.com/documents/egsg-bylaws/

Qutstanding Ethnic Geography Dissertation Proposal

Student Committee (5 members)

Outstanding Ethnic Geography Dissertation Proposal
Committee (3 members)

Edris Montalvo, Cameron University, 2024-2026
Scott Markley, National Zoning Atlas, 2025-2027

Emily Frazier, Missouri State University, 2025-2027

AAG Program Committee (3 members, including EGSG
Chair and Awards Chair)

EGSG Chair: Paul McDaniel, Kennesaw State Universi-
ty, 2024-2026

EGSG Awards Committee Chair

Emily Frazier, Missouri State University, 2025-2027

Website Committee (3 members)

Wan Yu, Binghamton University, 2025-2027

José Diaz-Garayua, California State University-
Stanislaus, 2025-2027

Vacant

Newsletter Committee (2 members)

Editor: Kate Golebiowska, Charles Darwin University,
2024-2026

Co-Editor: Jose Diaz-Garayua, California State Universi-

ty, Stanislaus, 2025-2027

Swachhatoya Das, University of Tennessee-Knoxville,
2025-2027

Sukanya Das, University of Tennessee-Knoxville, 2025-
2027

Khiddir Iddris, University of Ghana, 2025-2027

Badoming Alidu, Southern lllinois University-
Edwardsville, 2025-2027

Vacant

Local Conference Director

Ronda Brulotte, University of New Mexico

Planning Committee

Sarah Bednarz, Texas A&M

Ronda Brulotte, University of New Mexico

Miriam Gay-Antaki, University of New Mexico

Marissa Wald, Central New Mexico Community College
Marygold Walsh-Dilley, University of New Mexico

Race, Ethnicity,
and Place

XIIIth REP conference

NOVEMBER 5-8, 2025
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
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